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Guidelines for Selection and a Draft List of Environmental Nongovernmental Organizations to Participate in the Europe and North Asia Forest Law Enforcement and Governance Ministerial Conference in St.Petersburg
NGOs Selection Guidelines
1. Few groups will participate in the Conference, and it will not be possible, in any way, to embrace the whole range of conservation stakeholder NGOs, therefore: Give preference to those organizations which
· have been actively addressing FLEG-related issues;

· possess indispensable experience in key areas of sustainable forest resource use, forest policies, and forest management;

· are operating in regions facing most acute FLEG-related challenges;

· are willing to prepare relevant case studies for the Conference and present them there.

2. Provide evidence-based arguments to prove participation appropriateness of each organization.
3. Take into account that there are many regional groups which are not well informed about the FLEG process though actively engaged in addressing forest issues.
4. Encourage as much as possible the participation of those NGOs which are capable of representing interests of broader groups of organizations.

5. Ensure participation of the following three categories of NGOs differing in the geographical focus of their activities:
· Russian NGOs dealing with forest use sustainability and forest management at the national or regional level and/or organizations with partners/affiliated entities operating in forest regions in Russia and other countries;

· International NGOs operating not only in Russia but also in its neighboring countries; some organizations may represent selected countries  importing Russian timber;

· NGOs from countries importing Russian timber which operate in Russia through Russian partners or have substantial influence on the national policies of importer countries.
6. Limit the number of NGOs to be included in the draft list to 40 organizations, with this participation quota to be shared by the three categories of NGOs in the following way:

· foreign NGOs – minimum 5  representatives in all;
· international NGOs and networks -  minimum 5 representatives in all;

· Russian national and regional NGOs – minimum 10 representatives in all.

Indicative List of NGOs to Be Considered for Participation in the Ministerial Conference in St.Petersburg
International NGOs and Networks:
1. WWF, including its Russian National Office and Regional Units as well as national offices in other countries;
2. Greenpeace, including its Russian National Office and Regional Units as well as national offices in other countries;
3. IUCN, including its member-organizations in Russia;
4. Taiga Rescue Network, including Russian and foreign participating organizations;
5. International Socio-Ecological Union (Moscow) and its Russian member-organizations.
Foreign NGOs
6. Global Forest Watch/World Resources Institute, USA
7. Estonian Green Movement, Estonia
8. Naturschutzbund, NABU, Germany
9. Pacific Environment, USA
10. FERN, Belgium-UK
11. Finnish Society for Conservation of Nature/Finnish Nature League, Finland
12. Forest Monitor, UK
13. Forest Trends, USA
14. Swedish Society of Nature Conservation, Sweden
Russian NGOs
15. AmurSEU (Blagoveshchensk, Amur Oblast)

16. Taiga Research and Conservation  Association (Mezhdurechensk, Kemerovo Oblast)

17. Association of Indigenous Small-Numbered Peoples of the North, Siberia, and the Far East of the Russian Federation (RAIPON) and its regional associations
18. Baikal Environmental Wave (Irkutsk)

19. Biodiversity Conservation Centre Charity Foundation (Moscow)

20. Bureau of Regional Public Campaigns (BROC, Vladivostok)

21. ECODAL Far East Interregional Environmental Nongovernmental Organization (Khabarovsk)

22. Friends of Siberian Forests (Krasnoyarsk)

23. Nature Conservation Teams Movement (or its units in regions)

24. Kamchatka League of Independent Experts (Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky)

25. Kola Wildlife Centre (Apatity, Murmansk Oblast)

26. Independent Environmental Watch for the North Caucasus (Maikop, Adygey Republic)

27. Dauria  Environmental Centre (Chita)

28. St.Petersburg Society of Naturalists (St.Petersburg)

29. Siberian  Environmental Centre (Novosibirsk)

30. Birds Protection Union (or its regional units)

31. Students’ Organization for Nature Conservation in Karelia (SPOK, Petrozavodsk)
32. Tomsk Students’ Environmental Inspection named after L. Blinov (TESI, Tomsk)

33. Altai-21st Century (Barnaul, Altai Kray)

34. Silver Taiga  Foundation (Syktyvkar, Komi Republic)

35. Sakhalin Environmental Watch (Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk)

36. Dront Environmental Centre (Nizhniy Novgorod)

In addition, the list should separately include the following nongovernmental organizations focusing on social and economical sustainability of forest use:

37.  National Task Force for Voluntary Forest Certification under the FSC scheme/FSC’s Russian Office (Moscow)
38. Russian National Council for Forest Certification (Moscow)
39. National Council  for Voluntary Forest Certification in Russia (Moscow)
40. Trade Union of Forest Sector Employees of the Russian Federation
***

· This list is in no way exhaustive; it may be expanded to include other organizations.
· All the above listed organizations should be officially notified of the opportunity to participate both in the Conference and the process per se.
· During the Ministerial Conference, NGOs should have adequate opportunities to share their vision of the problem and ways to address it.
· There is a need to develop a discrimination-free mechanism to mainstream opinions and proposals from stakeholders into the Declaration and Action Plan, which would contribute to the Conference success.
· NGOs should be given an opportunity to hold a preliminary meeting (indicatively, in May)  to work out an agreed position for the Ministerial Conference.

· The Ministerial Conference arrangements should provide for NGOs’ side events.

· Successful implementation of the Ministerial Conference decisions would require a mechanism of NGOs’ involvement in the follow-up activities to meet the Declaration commitments and implement the Action Plan as well as a monitoring mechanism to evaluate the Action Plan implementation.
Signatures:

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF-Russia)

World Conservation Union (IUCN)

Biodiversity Conservation Centre (BCC)

International Socio-Ecological Union (SEU)

Greenpeace Russia

ECODAL Far East Interregional Environmental Nongovernmental Organization
ЭКОДАЛЬ
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